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 WASHINGTON, D.C. -- U.S. Representatives John W. Olver (D-1st District) and Richard Neal (D-2nd District) announced today that Community Action!, formerly known as Franklin Community Action Corporation, has been selected as the new Head Start grantee for Hampshire County. The agency will receive $1.64 million from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services to serve 216 children throughout the county. Community Action! already serves more than 200 infant, toddler and preschool children in Hampshire County in addition to hundreds more in Franklin County, and will now run a fully integrated program in both counties.

  "We are pleased that Community Action!, an organization with a 40 year track record of excellence, has been chosen for this key role in Hampshire County," Congressman Olver said.

   Congressman Neal said, "They have the experience and capacity to offer a wide variety of high quality Head Start options for low-income families."

   These options include education and support that takes place in family child care homes, classrooms and participants' homes.

  "We are thrilled to have been recognized nationally by such a prestigious award," said Jane Sanders, Community Action! Executive Director. "We will work hard over the next month to hire more than 50 new staff, who will join our current staff of 225, and get classrooms ready to open in September. Our Parent Child Development Center has an experienced management team, proven procedures and systems, and a standard of excellence that will make for a smooth transition to an integrated, cost-effective two-county operation."

  Community Action! is the Community Action Agency for both Franklin and Hampshire Counties.  In addition to its early education and care programs in Hampshire County, the agency also provides fuel assistance, WIC, mediation, collaborative leadership, energy conservation, youth programs, coordination of the Quaboag Hills Community Coalition, and child care resource, subsidy and referral.
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